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The Murder:
Sequence of Events

On 23rd August 2008, in the evening. That was Janmastami (The
Birth Day of Lord Krishna), one of the most sacred days of Hindus.

Vedanta Keshari Swami Laxanananda Saraswati, popularly
addressed as Swamiji, like millions of Hindus was on fast along
with Sadhwi Bhakti Mata- a disciple (Sanyasin) of Swamiji and in-
charge of the Kanya Ashram, Kishore Baba, Amritanand Baba (both
Sanyasis and disciples of Swamiji) and Puranjan Ganthi a visitor
guardian of an inmate of the school in his Sankaracharya Kanya
Ashram (a residential school for the tribal and downtrodden girls)
in Jalespatta- a remote hamlet, 120 kms from Phulbani in Kandhamal
District of Orissa.

That being the Janmastami day the girl inmates were happily busy
preparing for the special-day supper.

Swamiji after finishing his evening prayer along with the inmates of
the Ashram was interacting with Kishore Baba and another known
person.

Mata Bhaktimayee was watching the evening news on TV along
with Manika Behera, a student of the Ashram.

Baba Amritananda, a disciple of Swamiji was standing in front of
the door in which Mata was watching TV.

15 young masked-men armed with AK-47 rifles and other sharp
weapons enter the Ashram and take position hiding themselves at
different points.

Assuming Baba Amritananda as Swamiji, the assailants fired on
him which hit him from behind.

Puranjan Ganthi who was sleeping in the adjacent room, normally
used by the security staff of Swamiji, was also fired at and breathes
his last there.



4

Bhaktimata rushes out along with Manika through the back door
and comes to Swamiji’s room, shuts the door from inside, pushes
Swamiji in to the toilet to save him and comes near the main-door
to prevent the door from collapsing.

The attackers cut open the door with an axe and fire through the
gap.

The bullets hit Mata, she falls on the ground.

Hearing loud noise and firing shots, Kishore Baba rushes in to resist
the assailants, gets fired by the attackers and falls.

Assailants enter the room, search for Swamiji, not finding him in his
bedroom they cut open the toilet door predicting that he might be
inside, fire at him.

He dies; then and there.

The attackers, still dissatisfied, savagely hack the bodies and badly
mutilate them with axes and other sharp weapons.

Shankar Baba, who was outside the main-building, seeing the
assailants retreating, comes to the spot followed by Madhu Baba.

The mutilated hand of Puranjan Ganthi
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 Days Preceding the Murder

Between 10th -21st August Swamiji received 3 threatening-letters
from an unknown “Pahadia” group.

The first two letters threatened him of abduction and strong
punishment in the forests.

The third letter categorically threatened him of death.

Swamiji lodges FIR in this regard in the local police station along
with the letters.

All newspapers and TV channels cover the news of the letter.

Attack on Madhu Baba by Christians near Tumudibandha for
protesting against a cow being slaughtered. Swamiji stages a road-
block and hunger-strike in protest. Police accuse him of flaring up
tension and threaten him of stringent action.

15th Aug- The armed CRPF security personnel deployed at the
Ashram, after the attacks on him last December, are withdrawn.

Within days of the withdrawal of the CRPF personnel, the personal
security man provided by the police, who had saved his life in the
last Decemner’s attack, gets replaced.

21st Aug- Swamiji returns to Jalespatta after a health-check up in
Cuttack.

22nd Aug- He goes to the police station to inform about the letter,
lodges another complaint, enquires about the steps taken. The
officer-in-charge misbehaves with him accusing him of being too
cautious.

23rd Aug- The personal security staff provided to Swamiji by the
police goes on leave in the morning without any substitute.
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Swamiji- Brief Sketch of his
Life and Works

Born in the year 1926 in Angul District of central Orissa.

He was 82 years old by the time of his murder.

Renounced home and worldly life at the age of 25 and became a
Sanyasi (ascetic).

Performed Tapasya (meditation) in the Himalayas for few years.

Returned to Orissa to take part in the anti-cow slaughter movement.

After the movement was over, on request of some of social activists
like Sri Bhupendra Kumar Basu, decided to stay-back and continue
social work among poor, illiterate, deprived and the downtrodden
people of Phulbani District- now Kandhmal for their all-round
upliftment

In 1969 set up his first ashram at Chakapada which soon became
a centre for brisk social activities. He with the help of the local
people renovated Birupakshya, Anandeswar and Jogeswar temples
and established a Gurukul pattern Sanskrit School, later elevated
in to a College.

Sankaracharya Kanyashram, a residential school at Jalespatta is
another ashram of Swamiji in the district, where education is imparted
to poor and underprivileged girls.

Swamiji was well versed in Vedanta philosophy, Sanskrit grammar
and was awarded with honour of “VEDANTA KESHARI”. He not
only imparted philosophical thoughts but also knowledge on good
cultivation, animal care, horticulture and so on.

Due to his selfless service to humanity he was awarded
VIVEKANANDA SEVA PURASKAR

As a visionary, he took steps to transform the lives of the people of
Kandhamal. Satsang was his unique tool to eradicate all evils of
the society and bring prosperity. He started Satsang in all villages
of the district.
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He founded the Seva school at Tulasipur, Banki in Cuttack District
and an Ashram at Paniola in Angul district.

He started night schools for adult education as well as for those
children who assist their parents in their work during the day time.
This step has improved the literacy rate amongst tribal and Dalits
of the area.

Swamiji also spearheaded anti-liquor movement in the area and
through his Satsangs, motivated the people to give up liquor.
Katingia of Udaygiri Tehsil is the example where the entire village
population has given up liquor.

He persuaded the tribals and other non-farming communities in the
area to take up scientific cultivation and grow hybrid products in
their arable lands. Due to his efforts, G. Udaygiri Block in the district
now produces the best quality French beans in the state.

To bring higher benefit to the farmers, he formed a Vegetable
Cooperative Society at Katingia (a nearby village).

Swamiji acted as a friend, philosopher and guide to the innocent
local poor people. He always encouraged them not to fear and get
exploited by anybody. Most of the time, he accompanied them to
the government offices and police stations as a guardian.

The Creation: The Sanskrit School/ College founded and run by Swamiji at Chakapada
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Swamiji had developed a unique way of conserving the forest of
the area. Taking the people into confidence, he declared the forest
as the village property and told them to monitor their growth,
conservation and rightful use.

He was a staunch believer in the conservation of tribal culture. He
restored the tribal deity place called Dharani Penu (Mother Earth)
in tribal hamlets and  conducted several Rath Yatras to create
awareness among the tribals regarding their culture, traditions and
rights.

Through out his life, he was opposed to cow slaughter. He faced
several physical attacks for preventing people from indulging in
cow-slaughter. He toured the state several times taking this message
to the people and staged dharnas, protests and hunger-strikes.

He acted as a strong force against conversion activities by Christians
in the area as he believed that conversion uproots the simple minded
people from their great culture and motherland.

Swamiji was instrumental in convincing the repentant converts who
have been converted by either fraud or enticement, to get back to
their original religion.

Girls of the Ashram being consoled by some Karyakartas
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Reasons Behind the Murder

In the last 40 years, Swamiji had become a formidable force in the
area, against illegal and fraud conversion of illiterate and poor by
the Christians, by threat, blackmail and enticement.

He strongly opposed cow-slaughter and had organized the local
youth as a counter force to stop it. This hampered the interests of
some of the Christian Panos who are in to this business in a big-
way. It also acted as a challenge to the Church for they use cow
slaughter as a symbol of defiance of the Hindu traditions.

He had enlightened the innocent Kandhs (tribals) regarding theirland
rights and exposed the Christian land-grabbers.

His popularity and following in the area was rapidly increasing,
scaring the Christian zealots.

His efforts on education, health and agriculture had created
confidence among the local people and made them self-sufficient
in many ways. This was a challenge to the Christians who were
benefiting mainly from poverty, ignorance and helplessness of these
people.

For the above reasons, the Christian terrorists, frightened of being
exposed decided to remove him from their way and create a fear-
psychosis among other non-Christian social workers in the area.

History of Previous Attacks on
Swamiji

He was attacked by the Christian terrorists 8 times before he was
finally murdered.

1969- He was attacked by a Christian mob led by the “Father” of
a local Church at Rupagaon near Chakapada for opposing fraudulent
Conversion of innocent people.
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1970- Some cow-traffickers and beef-traders attacked him near
Tentuliapada in the Tikabali Block.

1978- Swamiji was attacked in Batingia, a village in G. Udaygiri
Block while participating in a Kirtana Mandali (religious gathering).

1981-Armed Christian terrorists plan to kill Swamiji in Katingia, a
village in the Daringbadi Block where he was attending a Yajna.
With the intervention of the local people and the police, he safely
reached Ashram.

1983- He was attacked by Christians in Kanbagiri of G.Udaygiri
block while performing a Yajna.

1999- Attacked by Christians once again in Firingia of Firingia Block
while attending a Satsang (religious discourse).

2002- On his way to attend a Yajna in a village called Kalinga, he
was stoned by hiding Christian attackers. Swamiji was injured in
the head.

2007, 24th Dec- He was attacked and injured while going to
Brahmanigaon. He was attacked on the way by 200 armed men
near a village called Darsingbadi(The village of R.K.Nayak). Even
though he got saved, he was grievously injured along with Kishore
Baba, his security man and the driver.

Students of the Ashram biding tearful adieu to the great souls
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Hard to Believe Maoist Angle

Just hours after the murder, on 23th August, sensing large-scale
backlash, the Director General of Police and the State Home
department issued a statement blaming the Maoists for the act.

The statements hold hardly any truth as they were not based on
any sound investigation in to the incident.

The Maoist angle sounds absolutely illogical considering the fact
that all previous 8 attempts on Swamiji’s life were by Christian
terrorists not by the Maoists.

Maoists, world-over, have their political agenda and do not indulge
in attacks on popular social-workers.

Maoists, as a matter of their operational policy, do not leave any
uniformed policeman while they attack; but in this case, they told
the four unarmed policemen to keep shut and stay sitting on the
ground.

Swamiji commanded widespread respect and had a large following
among the tribal youth- the Maoists’ recruiting ground.

The administration’s attribution of the killing to Maoists was just to
divert the attention of the people from the real culprit i.e. Christian
terrorists.

The Maoists in Orissa and else where do not have a record of killing
any Hindu leader, least of all, a dedicated social worker like Swamiji.

He had taken out a huge Padayatra, in 2005 in Chandrapur of
Rayagada District, a Maoist stronghold. The Maoist cadres welcomed
him with enthyusiasm.

The threat-letter which was issued to Swamiji a week before and
was submitted in the local police station the previous day, was
written by an anonymous “Pahadia” group- a non-existent group,
so far, either in the police records or intelligence records.

After the incident, a letter of denial has been received by VHP office
in Gajapati District of Orissa- a Maoist affected district, denying the
involvement of any Maoist group.



12

According to reports in “Samaja” (5th Sept.) the leading Oriya daily,
the Central Committee of the Kotagarha branch of the Maoists have
refused of passing any order to its cadres to kill Swamiji. At the
same time, it has also accepted that some of their friends might
have done it receiving heavy bribe from the Christian churches. In
their statement, they have said that they are investigating to find
out who are the people involved in the killing of Swamiji and they
will punish them strongly.

A similar letter has also been received by Sankaracharya of Puri
regarding the murder of Swamiji.

In Nuagaon, people have handed over two Christian youths with
knives, Bible and black masks to the police.

Days after the murder, police department has now gone back from
its initial version of Maoist involvement and is predicting a bigger
conspiracy.

Considering the above facts, it sounds absolutely illogical that
the Maoists are behind the murder, even though, there is a strong
possibility that some of their cadres might have been heavily
bribed by the Christian clergy to execute it.

Swamiji’s mortal remains being put to Samadhi
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The Security Failure

Inspite of the fact that 8 attacks were made on the life of Swamiji,
no step was taken by the administration to provide adequate security
to him.

Whatever security arrangements were made, they were all ad-hoc
and half-hearted.

Since 2002, till the lethal attack on him last-year, he was provided
with only one security staff.

The CRPF armed personnel deployed at the Ashram Post- 2007
December were withdrawn just 7days before the murder and were
replaced by 4 lathi wielding constables who too had gone to have
their dinner somewhere outside the Ashram and had reached the
Ashram gate at the time of attack.

Despite demands several times to extend Z-category security to
Swamiji or atleast enhance personal security of Swamiji, especially
after last year’s incident, no such step was ever considered by the
administration.

Even after successive FIRs and complaints regarding the threatening-
letters, police remained indifferent and callous accusing Swamiji of
trying to whip up tension.

On the very same-day morning, the lone security staff provided for
the personal security of Swamiji was allowed to go on leave without
any substitute.

Even though Swamiji never feared for his life, as a respected
citizen of the country having threats on his life, he had a
Constitutional right to have necessary security.



14

After the Murder

As the news spread across the length and breadth of the State,
thousand of  people gathered at the Ashram same night.

People took out the bodies of Sadhus in a procession in the
surrounding areas that continued non-stop for more than 26 hours.

People in every village paid their tearful obeisance.

24th Aug- Government of Orissa ordered judicial enquiry in to the
killing of Swamiji.

Curfew imposed in all the four surrounding districts and 45 platoons
of police, CRPF, RAF deployed.

On 25th August a state-wide Bandh was called, which received a
historic response all-across the state.

Strong reaction reported from several districts.

25th August- Swamiji’s Samadhi took place.

Christian community carries out massive false and malicious
campaign to divert the attention from the real issue.

Many Christians set their own houses on fire and make-shift Churches
to attract compensation and take shelter in the nearby relief-camps
for free food.

Curfew imposed in Kandhamal, Koraput and Gajapati districts.

Unprecedented police deployment takes place and entries to
Kandhamal banned for outsiders.

Indiscriminate arrest of large number of Hindu men and women
continues.

70 year old man in Jeypore arrested for rioting.

Disgusted with curfew, restriction on movement and no help from
the government whatsoever, thousands of tribal Hindu women take
out a protest demonstration.
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They were lathi-charged and several women were grievously injured.

Maharaja Divya Singdeo of Puri protests the killing of Swamiji and
demands immediate action.

Christians groups all over the country through their network and
political masters  try to internationalise the issue.

Pope Benedict-XVI issues a condemnation of the alleged killing of
Christians.

In Italy(the motherland of Sonia Gandhi), the country’s Parliament
discuss the issue of the killing of Christians in Kandhmal and urged
the Indian Prime Minister to take urgent steps.

The British Parliament discussed the issue and expressed concern.

In US Senators raised the issue in the Congress and condemned
Kandhmal.

On the petition of a Bishop- Rafael Cheenath, the Supreme Court
asks the state government not allow any procession to pay obeisance
to Swamiji.

Christian educational institutions remains close on 28th August
protesting the alleged atrocities on Christians in Kandhamal.

Thousands of Sadhus gather in Bhubaneswar inspite of IPC-144
imposed all over Bhubaneswar, arrested on 6th Sept.

Despite the government’s effort to stop the Shradhanjali Puja on
16th day of the death of Swamiji, around 8 thousand people gather
at Chakapada Ashram.

By 5th Sept. police arrest 453 innocent Hindus for participating in
the Bandh call of Aug.25th and slap false charges of decoity, loot,
murder and arson.
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Issues Behind the Conflict in the Area

Reservation
The area constitutes two major communities- Kondhs(51.96%) and
Pano(16.89%). Kondhs are a Schedule Tribe(ST) and Panos belong
to Schedule Caste(ST).

Over the years the Panos due to poverty and ignorance have been
converted to Christianity and some of their leaders today are retired
IAS, IPS, OAS officers and owners of NGOs.

According to reservation rules even though the STs continue to
enjoy the benefits of reservation after conversion to other religion
but Hindu SCs after conversion cease to belong to any caste, hence
legally treated as general category.

The converted Panos now want to enjoy the benefits of reservation
by circumventing the current rules.

To do that, their leaders, one of whom is a Member of Parliament
from Congress Party, by putting pressure on the cognress goverment
at the centre have successfully included the nomenclature of their
language (Kui) which is originally the dialect of the Kondh (STs) of
that area, in the central list of reserved categories.

The Constitution of the country categorically refyses reservation on
linguistic lines. Therefore, by virtue of their language, the ‘converted
Panos’ are not entitled to any reservation benefit.

Currently there are a lot of Christian convert SCs working in the
government sector, illegally availing the reservation benefits. Fearing
that they might loose their job, anytime, if proper enquiry is conducted
they want to surreptitiously include their community in the reserved
category list of STs.

With reorganization of constituencies, the lone Lok Sabha
constituency, all Assembly segments, President of Zilla Parishad,
Block Chairman and seats of Zilla Parishad members of the district
have been reserved for STs, which is well according to the guidelines
laid down by the Delimitation Commission.
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Due to  the above arrangement, there is a fear among the Panos(SC)
of loosing their polit ical clout over the Kondhs (ST).

The demand by the Panos for reservation benefit by identifying
themselves as Kui speaking tribes and the political manipulations
by their leaders is one of the major causes of tension in the area.
Literally speaking, the converted Panos want to “eat the cake and
have it too.”

Land
Politically aware, led by highly-placed officers and motivated by the
Church the Panos, over the years, have grabbed large amount of
land belonging to Kondhs of the area.

As per the land regulations of the State, no non-ST can buy or take
possession of land from a tribal owner.

The Panos as well as converted Panos are not entitled for retaining
the land that originally belonges to a tribal owner.

Due to stringent applications of land regulations in the State illegal
possessors of tribal land in this district, mostly Panos and Convert
Christians, are afraid of loosing their land. Hence, they contrive
somehow to get ST status, so as to be able to retain the land
grabbed from the tribals.

Majority of the Churches in the district have been constructed on
land either illegally grabbed from the tribals or on the government
Khasland. With increasing awareness among tribals the Christians
now fear trouble and have been making frantic efforts to retain the
land by changing the land records.
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Cultural Onslaught
The district is a mountainous forest region having poor
communication, education and health infrastructure.

The tribals of the area are basically nature worshiping Hindus and
hold high regards for Dharani Penu (Mother Earth).

The Christians in the area have long been trying to convert the tribal
population to their fold. But due to the influence of people like
Swamiji they have found it difficult to do so.

On the other hand, the Panos have been easy targets for conversion
due to the efforts of some of their own community leaders and also
as a reaction to social ostracisation.

The tribals in the region over the last few years have been despising
conversion due to the attack by the Christian community on the
cultural moorings of the tribals.

Christians are beef-eaters; due to Swamiji’s influence many tribals
who have relinquished beef-eating, have been protesting this practice
preached by the Christians.

Failure of the Administration in
Enforcing Orissa Freedom of Religion

Act- 1967

Orissa is the first state in the country to formulate an Act on conversion
activities as early as 1967.

The Rules under the Act were framed in 1989, which set guidelines
for the District administration to monitor conversion.

The fact that the government took 22 years to formulate Rules of
the Act shows, how serious successive governments have been in
enforcing the law.
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Census figures now show startling data; while the Christian
population in the district has gone up by 6 times in between
1961 and 2001, only 2(two) persons have been converted in
accordance with the provisions of the Act. (see annexure)

If the above figures are to be believed, it proves beyond doubt that
there has been massive scale illegal religious conversion in the
area.

Failure of the Administration in
Enforcing Cow Slaughter

Prevention Act

Though an Act to prevent trafficking and slaughter of cows exists
in the state, successive governments have never been sincere in
its enforcement.

The Christians in Kandhamal deliberately indulge in cow-slaughter
in the public view as an effort to justify their act and irritate the
Hindus.

Protests against the murder
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FIRs regarding such cases are hardly registered by the police and
most of the time culprits are never arrested and punished.

Most of the time the Panos are cleverly put to the front in the
trafficking and slaughter activities so that, in case of any protest,
they can be protected under the Civil Rights Act.

Ugly Face of Christian
Activity in the State

Sept.14,1981- Promised with money and other benefits 741 people
were converted on a single day in Remuna Block of Balasore District.

April 28,1986- Christians vandalise a Shiva Temple at Diga in Raikia
block of Phulbani Districts.

September 25, 1987- Taking advantage of the flood, Christians try
to convert innocent tribals in Dharmagarh area of Kalahandi District;
through relief activities, local people protest.

March 29, 1995- 25 Christian Missionaries arrested at R. Udaygiri
in Gajapati District carrying out proselytisation in the pretext of
Arogya Mahotsav.

July 22, 1997- Christians attack Hindus for protesting the installation
of a Cross near Arabinda Mandir in Seranga village of Gajapati
District.

August 13,1998- Chief of Church-run Happy Valley Children’s Home
torture students for refusing to convert and later rusticate them
falsely charging them of causing  indiscipline.

September 30, 2003- Christians encroach the land belonging to the
tribal Hindus and carry out armed attack when protested in Kurada
village of Deogarh District.

November 24, 2003- Nun arrested for woman trafficking promising
them jobs in big cities.
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February 4, 2003-Jaqlin Merry, a nun in a Church in Baripada,
falsely implicate a local young man of rape. Police investigations
later prove it a consensual act.

February 8, 2003- A girl named Sunita Nayak was raped and killed
by a group of Christian youths in Mandasur village of Kandhamal.

February 19, 2004- Christians created false brouhaha alleging
Hindus of forcible re-conversion in Jagatsingpur. Police investigations
prove otherwise.

July 1, 2004- Students in Church-run Boys Home in Keonjhar
complaint of physical torture by the Hostel Authorities for refusing
to work under hazardous conditions.

July 24, 2005- Christians throw eggs at Lord Jagannath during Rath
Yatra in Osagurmunda village of Nawarangpur District.

February19, 2005- A girl named Jyotirmayee was kidnapped and
killed as she refused to convert in Dhenkanal District.

January 18, 2006- Woman in Matiapada village of Jajpur District
was beaten for refusing to adopt Christianity. Police arrest 5 persons
for torturing the woman.

July28, 2007- Two Nuns- Prema and Merry of Baghamara Catholic
Church in Baripada arrested for torturing students of Bijay Sadan
High School.

Unprecedented Bandh in the recent history of the state. The Scene of a busy street in
Bhubaneswar.
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January 28, 2008- Two Christian workers- Samarpana Lima and
Anargala Lima of a Church in Talpadatirka of Bargarh District,
sexually abuse a minor girl inmate Rukmani Hemram(10). Agitated
people resort to road-block demanding high-level enquiry.

July 8, 2008- Christians in Tumudibandha of Kandhamal District
slaughter a cow in an open field. Swamiji and Madhu Baba reach
on the spot and protest. Christians attack both and fatally injure
Madhu Baba.

July 14, 2008- Police rescue 120 children from a Church-run NGO
“Keradi”. The director the NGO arrested for duping the children and
planning to traffic them to other places.

The above incidences constitute only the tip-of-the-iceberg. Sexual
exploitation by Christian clergy of the female inmates of the Church
mostly go unreported due to fear, allurement and external pressure.
Use of fraudulent practices for conversion is well-known.

UPA Government’s Role in the Issue

As mentioned earlier, one of the prominent  leaders of the converted
Christians Mr. Radhakanta Nayak is currently a Member of Parliament
in Rajya Sabha from Congress Party and is very close to Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi.

Soon after the murder of Swamiji, he, under the patronage of Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi, exerted all his influence in Delhi to stop the congress
led UPA government from condemning the incident. As a result, no
statement either from the Home Ministry or Congress Party was
issued on the killing.

In the aftermath of the murder, when a strong reaction emerged in
the area both,  the Congress party in Delhi and the Prime Minister
of India Dr. Manmohan Singh described it as “National Shame!”
primarily to appease the Christians.
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On 26th August. the Minister of State for Home, Sriprakash Jaiswal
visited Orissa but could not reach Kandhamal.

Union Minister for Home, Shivraj Patil along with a delegation of
Christian MPs from his own party viz. Oomen Chandy, visited Orissa
on 4th September and reached Kandhamal

He visited Brahmanigaon- the hub of Christian settlement and a
few relief camps; did not bother to visit the Ashram or to speak to
the inmates.

Back in Bhubaneswar, in a press conference, he described the
situation as “not-grave, not-peaceful either”.

Throughout his visit to the state he carefully avoided everything on
Swamiji and did not even utter his name for once.

Declares 3 lakhs of rupees as compensation to the affected families
of post-murder incidents. This compensation is over above the 2
lakhs of rupees compensation amount declared by the state
government.

Christian delegations under different fake organisations petition the
government, Human Rights Commission, SC Commission & Minority
Commission alleging atrocities on Christians.

On 5th Sept. advocating for a petition filed by Arch Bishop Rafael
Cheenath, the Additional Attorney General of India demands ban
on all Shradhanjali processions for Swamiji before the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India. The Court accepts the petition and orders
the Government of Orissa to file an affidavit next-day.

The State Government promises restriction on all Shradhanjali
Sabhas and imposes IPC-144 all over the state.

Section of National Media
Vs Local Media

In the last two weeks, the media as a whole has shown two different
character.
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While the local vernacular as well as local editions of some of the
English press have largely presented an unbiased view, the national
editions of the English press and the electronic media have been
extremely biased, influenced and horribly misrepresentative.

The vernacular media since the murder of Swamiji carried the story
of his life and works, the previous attacks on him, the security
lapses, the role of the Christians, the Maoist angle, the issue of
conversion, cow-slaughter, the astounding facts on demographic
change, the police atrocities on the common people, the people
and politics behind the murder, columns and editorials on Swamiji.

On the other-hand, the national media especially TV channels,
under pressure from “Secularists” and Christians, presented largely
one-sided stories on law and order issues in the aftermath of
Swamiji’s murder grossly neglecting Swamiji, his works and the
conspiracies behind his murder.

In their initial story, the national media (both print and electronic)
described Swamiji only as a VHP leader, as if, he was nothing
beyond and did nothing else.

In many cases, the stories filed by the local reporters for their
channel and news papers were twisted at the editorial level to suit
the sentiment of the Christian community.

Left-dominated national media in collaboration with pseudo-secular
intellectuals and cash-rich Christians have successfully presented
a picture where the Hindus have been portrayed as the real villains.

The national media, till-date, has never aired the fact that the culprits
behind the murder have not been traced out.

In many of their reports and features on Kandhamal, channels like
NDTV 24x7 and NewsX have aired concocted stories on the issue.
For instance, the channels have been showing tonsured heads of
a couple of persons as acts of the Hindu fanatics to reconvert them.
They seem to be ignorant of the fact that Sudhikriya, not head
tonsuring, is the normal pract ice for re-conversion.
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Maharaja Gajapati Divyasing Deo of Puri  in a Shradhanjali Sabha

Excerpts of the statement issued by Maharaja
Divyasing Deo of Puri on Swamiji’s murder

We strongly condemn the barbarous killing of Swami Lakshmananada Saraswati
and four other Sanyasi and Sanyasins. It is an extremely unfortunate incident.
Swami Lakshmananada was a nationally reputed saint who, for the last 40 years,
had dedicated himself for propagation of Sanatan Dharma, multi-dimensional
welfare of the tribal population and prevention of proselytisation and cow-slaughter
in the remote tribal areas of Orissa. We demand an immediate independent inquiry
in to the incident and strong punishment to those involved directly and indirectly…..
Behind the ongoing conflict in Kandhamal lie the issues viz. economic exploitation,
cow-slaughter and religious conversion.  Due to social and economic backwardness,
the people of this area have been subjected to torture and exploitation for years.
This backwardness has also contributed to the increasing proselytisation of the
innocent Dalit and tribals. Encouragement by a particular community to proselytisation
and cow-slaughter is giving rise to social discord and tension. Illegal Conversion
through threat, enticement and fraudulence and irrational cow-slaughter are not
only giving rise to social discord but also hampering social cohesion and stability.
As long as these activities are not completely stopped, it is difficult to ensure peace
and normalcy. We therefore, demand immediate ban on all social service activities
with proselytisation as the main motive. We also demand immediate and adequate
security to all religious places in the state and ban on misleading news being aired
by different news media. At last, we also urge all concerned to come forward to
build a society based on brotherhood, peace and friendship.

Sd/-

Gajapati Maharaj Divyasingh Deo, Atmaram Das, Swami Shankarananda Girija
Maharaj, Shri Prakash Betal, Harbhajan Singh, Baba Sachidananda Maharaj and
others
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The Orissa Freedom of Religion Act, 1987

An Act to provide for prohibition of conversion from one Religion to
another by the use of force or inducement or by fraudulent means and
for matters incidental thereto.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Orissa in the Eighteenth
Year of the Republic of India as follows :

1. Short title, extent and commencement.

a) This Act may be called the Orissa Freedom of Religion, 1967.

b) It shall extend to the whole of the State of Orissa.

c) It shall come into force at once,

2. Definitions – In this Act unless the context otherwise requires :-

a) “Conversion” means renouncing one religion and adopting
another.

b) “Force” shall include a show of force or a threat of injury of any
kind including threat of divine displeasure or social ex-communication;

c) “Force” shall include misrepresentation or any other fraudulent
contrivance.

d) “Inducement” shall include the offer of any gift or gratification,
either in cash or in kind and shall also include the grant of any
benefit, either pecuniary or otherwise;

e) “Minor” means a person under eighteen years of age.

3. Prohibition of forcible conversion No person shall convert or attempt
to convert, either directly or otherwise, any person from one religious
faith to another by the use pf force or by allurement or by any
fraudulent means nor shall any person abet such conversion.

4. Punishment for contravention of the provisions of section 3 Any
person contravening the provisions contained in section 3 shall,
without prejudice to any civil liability, by punishable with imprisonment

Annexure - II
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which may extend to one year or with fine which may extend to five
thousand rupees or with both: Provided that in case the offence is
committed in respect of a minor, a woman or a person belonging
to the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes the punishment shall
be imprisonment to the extent of two years and fine up to ten
thousand rupees.

5. Offence to be cognizable An offence under this Act shall be cognizable
and shall not be investigated by an officer below the rank of an
Inspector of Police.

6. Prosecution to be made with the sanction of District Magistrate. No
prosecution for an offence under this Act shall be instituted except
by, or with the previous sanction of the District Magistrate or such
other authority, not below the rank of a Sub-Divisional Officer, as
may be authorized by him in that behalf.

7. Power to make rules The State Government may make rules for
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act.

By order of the Governor
S.M. Patnaik

Secretary to the Government of Orissa
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Orissa Freedom of Religion Rules, 1989

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 7 of the Orissa Freedom
of Religion Act, 1967 (Orissa Act 2 of 1968), the State Government of
Orissa, do hereby make the fol lowing rules, namely :

I. Short Title

a) These rules may be called the Orissa Freedom of Religion
Rules, 1989.

b) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in
the Official Gazette.

II. Definitions

1. In theses rules, unless the context otherwise requires:

a) “Act” means Orissa Freedom of Religion Act, 1967 (Orissa Act
2 of 1968);

b) “Organization” means a body of persons authorized by religious
institutions who expound spiritual thoughts of different religions
inside and outside the country;

c) “Form” means form appended to these rules;

d) “Government” means Government of Orissa;

e) “Religious Institutions” mean different religious authorities, who
expound religious thoughts in the Country and abroad;

f) “State” means State of Orissa.

2. All other words and expressions used but not defined in these rules
shall have the same meaning as is respectively assigned in the Act.

III. List of religious institutions and organizations

i) Each District Magistrate shall maintain a list of religious
institutions or organizations propagating religious faith in his district
and that of persons directly or indirectly engaged for propagation
of religious faith in the district.

ii) The District Magistrate, if he thinks fit, may call for a list of
persons with the religious faith, receiving benefits either in case or
in kind from the religious organizations or institutions or from any
person connected therewith.
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IV. Declaration before conversion

Any person intending to convert his religion, shall give a declaration
before a Magistrate, 1st Class, having jurisdiction prior to such conversion
that he intends to convert his religion on his own will.

V. Intimation of Ceremony

1) The concerned religious priest shall intimate the date, time and
place of the ceremony in which conversion shall be made along
with the names and addresses of the persons to be converted to
the concerned District Magistrate before fifteen days of the said
ceremony.

2) The intimation shall be in Form ‘A’ and shall be delivered either
personally by the priest, to the concerned District Magistrate or be
sent to him by registered post with acknowledgment due.

3) On receiving the intimation under sub-rule (2), the District Magistrate
shall inform the concerned Superintendent of Police in detail who
shall pass of the information to the concerned Police Station and
the Officer-in-charge of the Police Station shall ascertain objection,
if any, to the proposed conversion by local inquiry and intimate the
same to the District Magistrate.

VI. The District Magistrate to issue acknowledgement receipt

The District Magistrate on receiving the intimation from the priest shall
sign thereon stating the date on which and the hour at which the
intimation has been delivered to him or received by him and shall
forthwith acknowledge the receipt thereof in Form ‘B’.

VII. Register of conversion

The District Magistrate shall, maintain a register of conversion in Form
‘C’ and shall enter herein particulars of the intimation received by him.

VIII. Penalty

Any person who contravenes the provisions of rule 5 or 6 shall be liable
to a fine of rupees one thousand.

IX. Submission of report to Government

The District Magistrate shall be the 10th of each month send to the
State Government a report of intimations received by him during the
preceding month in Form ‘D’.
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Form – A

Intimation regarding conversion from one religious faith to another.

To,

The District Magistrate,

District ………………………

Sir,

I, as a religious priest intend to perform the necessary ceremony for
conversion of Shri ……………………………………..…………………,

S/o.  ……………………………..,  R/O. ………………………,

from ……………………… religious faith to ……………………….,
religious faith, do hereby, give intimation of the conversion as required
by sub-rule (I) of Rule 5 of the Orissa Freedom of Religion Rules, 1989
as follows:-

01.Name of the person to be converted …………….......................

02.Name of the Father of the person to be converted …………………….

03.Address of the person to be converted in full …………………………..

House No. …………………….. Ward No. ………………………

Mohalla ……………………… Village ……………………………

Tahsil …………………………… District …………………………

04.Age ……………………………………..

05.Sex ……………………………………..

06.Occupation and monthly income of the person to be
converted ………............................................

07.Whether married or unmarried …………………………………………

08.Name of persons, if any, dependent upon the person to be
converted ..............

09.If a minor, name and full address of guardian, if any ………………….

10.Whether belongs to Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe and if so,
Particulars of such Caste or Tribe ……………………………...…………..
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11.Name of the place where the conversion ceremony would take
place with full details

House No. …………………….. Ward No. …………………………

Mohalla ………………………… Village ……………………………

Tahsil …………………………… District ……………………………

12.Proposed date of conversion …………………………………………..

13.Name of person who will perform the conversion ceremony and
his/her address ……………………………………

14.Name of at least two persons other than priest/the persons giving
intimation ……………………………… to remain present at the time of
conversion ceremony.

Signature of the religious priest/the

person taking part in the conversion ceremony

Verification

I, the undersigned do hereby declare that the facts and particulars
stated above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Place :………………….

Date :……………………

Signature of the Priest :………………….

Form – B

Received intimation under Rule 5 of the Orissa Freedom of Religion
Rules. 1989

Sri ………………………………………., S/o. ……………………………,
R/o. ……………………………….……………………… with respect to
conversion of Sri ………………………………………………………….,
S/o. …………....................................................................................…,
R/o. ………………………….…………………………… from religious
faith …………….. to religions faith …………………………………..

Date :………………………. District Magistrate ………………..
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Form – C

Register of Conversion

01.Name of the person converted ………………………………………

02.Father’s name of the person converted …………………..………….

03.Address of the person converted in full ……………………………..

House No. …………………….. Ward No. …………………………

Mohalla ………………………… Village ……………………………

Tahsil …………………………… District ……………………………

04.Age ……………………………………..

05.Sex ……………………………………..

06.Occupation monthly income of the person
converted ……….... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .………

07.Whether married or unmarried ………………………………………..

08.Name of persons, if any, dependent upon the person
converted ……………....

09.If a minor, name and full address of guardian,
i f  any ……………………..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

10.Whether belongs to Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe and if so,
……………………………...………….. Particulars of such Caste or Tribe

11.Name of the place whether the conversion ceremony has taken
place with full details

House No. …………………….. Ward No. …………………………

Mohalla ………………………… Village ……………………………

Tahsil …………………………… District ……………………………

12.Date of conversion ……………………………….……………………..

13.Name of person who has performed the conversion ceremony and
his address ……………………………………

14.Name of at least two persons other than priest/the persons
……………………………… giving intimation  present at the time of
conversion ceremony.
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Form – D

Report for the Month of ……………………………………………….

01.No. of intimations received during the Month ………………………….

02.Religion-wise intimation ………………………… Break up the

Religion from which Religion to  which

Converted. Converted.

03.No. of prosecutions, if any, instituted under the Adhiniyam
……………………..

04.No. of acquittals and convictions under the Adhiniyam during the
month ……..

District Magistrate ………………………….

Information furnished to Simanchal Patra, Vill/PO – Raikia, Dated
13.06.08 as per his application under Information Law 2008.
1- From 1991 till 2008 Financial year a total of two persons from one
family have converted from Hinduism to Christianity taking due approval
from District Collector Kandhamal.

Officer in Charge
Collector’s Office,
Kandhamal
Date – 17.06 2008

Annexure - II

Annexure - III
CENSUS FIGURES – KANDHAMAL

TABLE – I

Years 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001
Hindus: 3,04,459 3,54,769 4,05,251 4,68,869 5,27,757
Christians: 19,128 37,561 42,264 75,597 1,17,950
Muslims: 382 1,427 1315 1739 2253
Others: - - 45 2 58






